Maarten
Neelis

Principal advisor Sustainability at Rijkswaterstaat,
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management,
The Netherlands

Maarten Neelis holds a Master's degree in Chemical Engineering from Delft University of Technology
and a PhD in Sustainable Development from Utrecht University. He has spent over a decade of his career
at Ecofys (now Navigant consulting). At Ecofys, he supported various trade organizations with their energy
and climate strategies. He advised the European Commission on the benchmark-based allocation of emission
allowances in the EU Emissions Trading Scheme. He also had several management roles, including leading
Ecofys’ China office for two years and managing the international Industrial Processes and Market Based
Mechanisms units. Early 2018 he moved to Rijkswaterstaat, the part of the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure
and Water Management responsible for the design, construction, management and maintenance
of the main infrastructure facilities in the Netherlands. In his role as Principal Sustainability Advisor, he advised
the board of director on strategic decisions in the field of sustainable development. Starting September 2019,
he is Director Market in Transition. In this role, he coordinates and drives Rijkswaterstaat’s efforts in the transition
to a vital market situation where Rijkswaterstaat, together with a healthy civil engineering and wider infra
sector, continues to be able to meet societal needs. Proudly working towards a safe, liveable and accessible
Netherlands for this as well as for future generations!



